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Date for the Magnet diary
Club Meeting Dates
April 2nd; 16th (DCC) & 30th
May 7th (DCC) & 16th
June 11th (DCC) & 25th

April 30th, May 1st Bradford (Heworth)
June 11th WWG Convention Bentley (Edison
Court)
Sept 10th/11th TINGS (Edison Court)

Meeting Venue
Meetings are held (normally) on the fourth Saturday of every month but this can vary so please
check dates. All monthly meetings will be held at Heworth Community Centre, Stray Road,
Burnholme, York YO31 0HG (off A1079 within York Ring Road).
By bus from York station:

Using Coastline 840, 843 or 845 (Coast bound) leaving at c.7, 27 and 47 minutes past each
hour to Stockton Lane. Return from Stockton Lane at 06, 26 and 46 minutes past each hour.

Using First York Bus nr 13 to Stockton Lane (Junction Hempland Lane) leaving at 22 and 52
minutes past each hour. Return from Stockton Lane at 21 and 51 minutes past each hour.

Using First York Bus nr 11 to Applecroft Road/Stray Road (right outside Centre) leaving at 05
and 35 minutes past returning at 01 and 31 minutes past each hour until 6.00 pm.
From Stockton Road walk along Whitby Road (Medical Centre on left) follow road around to left
and then right into Applecroft Road. Community Centre is on the right just past Hempland
School.
Map and driving directions are available from Editor if required.
NB. YOU ARE ADVISED TO CHECK THESE ION ADVANCE from the Coastliner website
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EDITORIAL
Welcome to the March issue of MagNnet—so a busy month with 32 meetings! Easter has been and gone, and once
again I made the annual visit to York Show on the last half of the Saturday afternoon. First impressions was of the
crowd -there wasn’t really one, I don’t think I’ve ever seen it so quiet! Was a bit underwhelmed really, there were
some very nice layouts, but a lot \i had seen before, which is not really something \I've noticed at York before. The
Raven family were there with a very nice German O scale layout—love the chocolate smelling smoke! Pauline was
also there with Millfield Yard. There were only a couple of layouts that I couldn’t get close too as soon as I reached
them, and wasn’t held up at any of the trade stands either—did find one well-known trader who had a second-hand
loco that I had looked at on the stall at Glasgow, and between the 2 shows it seemed to have gone up by £10! - I
don’t like that!! The one thing I do like about York, is that all the specialist traders are there, and it isn’t full of box
shifters and swapmeet stalls!

NEWS


Dates for the rest of the year:

April 16th (DCC)
May 14th (DCC)
June 11th (DCC)
July 9th (DCC)
Aug 6th (DCC)
Sept 10th (DCC)
Oct 8th (DCC)
Nov 12th (DCC)
Dec 10th


30th

21st
25th
23rd
20th
24th
22nd/23rd Open Weekend
26th

16th is the NMRA Spring Meet (FREEMO)
11th is World Wide Group event at Bentley
10th is TINGS weekend

Layouts for April 2nd : DC Guys Cuttings; DCC FREEMO (AC & DM plus 2 fiddle yards)

Notes of Meeting—Saturday February 27th
Meeting chaired by Steven Bateman and minutes taken by David Milburn 22 members present,
AGM minutes below
Next meeting on April 2nd
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the
Yorkshire Area Group of the N Gauge Society
th

Held in York on Saturday 27 of February 2016
The meeting was chaired by the Area Secretary Steven Bateman (22 members present plus 1 potential member)
Apologies for absence were received from David Guy, Peter Bolton and Merrick Ballantyne
2015 AGM Minutes It was proposed by David Milburn and seconded by Malcolm Sharp that the minutes as circulated were accepted as a true record and the vote was unanimous.
Matters Arising: There were none.
Secretary’s Report: Steven said we had had another good year, with a number of invites to exhibitions, and with
more on the cards, due to the success of Heworth Sidings, and well done to Mark & Neil for that. We had sadly lost
Mike Cook, but had gained some more members, and he welcomed Colin Avery from Wilberfoss as a potential new
member (main interests 50s/60s British steam)
Treasurer’s Report : Sandy passed round a copy of this year’s accounts and said that despite halving the annual
fee the final total was only £100 less than last year, so we were ‘ticking along nicely'. Hall rent was unchanged, so it
was suggested that the annual fee (£10) and meeting fee (£5) remain the same. He passed on his thanks to David
Jefferson for acting as auditor. David Jefferson proposed, and Alan Pearmain seconded acceptance of the accounts—passed unanimously
Exhibition Manager’s Report: none—post vacant
MagNnet Editor’s Report: David thanked all those who had contributed, and asked for more contributions! He has
now completed 5 years as Editor, and as he receives very little feedback about MagNnet said that any suggestions
(positive or constructively negative!) would be welcomed. The group thanked him for his efforts.
Standing Committee: No change to this. Peter Monether had offered to take over the running of the website, MH
had no objection at all (!), so it was unanimously agreed that Peter should take over.
Working Committee: No change - so the committee for 2016 will be – Area Secretary; Steven Bateman; Treasurer:
Alexander Clark; Exhibition Manager: vacant; MagNnet Editor: David Milburn
Any Other Business:

1. MS asked about organising something to celebrate our 20 years in existence, and following on from the last

meeting it was suggested that we have a day out on the NYMR in the summer. JP offered to ask one of his contacts
who is associated with the NYMR to see if some sort of ’tour’ could be arranged.

2. TH asked about the Open Weekend and ‘advertising’ the event. It was pointed out that the main object of the

weekend was for the benefit of members, but that visitors, potential new members would be welcomed. TH and NC
offered to look at potential ‘advertising’. Some general discussion was had about attracting new members.

3. AC suggested that Steve Williams should be given ‘honorary’ membership whilst he is away serving with the
armed forces so he can be sent MagNnet, and kept in touch with the group’s activities. Passed unanimously.

4. MH said that Ian Dobson has invited ‘Watts Crossing’ to the Middleton railway Show on the weekend of June
18th/19th.

5. NC said that he had stock and a layout board from Richard Doy who sadly passed away in January, available for
suitable ‘offers’.

SB asked all members to see him during the meeting to check and update the contacts list,. He also congratulated
the group on the 20 year existence, and hoped we would continue for another 20 years or more! A big thank you to
Jim Scott for ordering a decorated cake (see pictures in MagNnet!)
There being no other business the meeting was closed at 12.45pm.
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GRACE QUAY
This end-to-end layout has been named after my youngest granddaughter Isla Grace. It is totally fictitious although I confess to pinching the track plan from a feature in railway Modeller about two years ago. As with my
other layouts it is ‘play-as-you-go’ -anything goes as long as it looks right.
The main baseboard is 6ft x 14” variable, it is not too heavy being constructed from 12mm ply. There will be a
small fiddle yard to the left side where the rolling stock enters through the centre bridge. Power is DC and trackwork is Peco Streamline code 80 with electrofrog points. The points are set by Peco point motors through a
CDU using my version of stud and probe.
View down the length of the layout with the hole leading to the fiddler yard visible at the bottom.
Buildings are mostly Metcalfe—sometimes fiddly but
they keep you occupied for hours. There is still a lot
to do yet such as the factory area, getting some
greenery on, making the canal basin more active,
sign writing the barge, and getting some cameos
down. I am hoping to fit LED lighting in due course
just in case I get an invite to a show.
As is customary with any layout feature, my thanks
go to all advisors, my wife for putting up with stuff all
over the floor at times, my ‘cat and dog’ and MagNnet for printing my ramblings|!
TH

A nice row of Metcalfe buildings

View of the right hand
end of the layout with the
station and canal basin
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Layout for Sale
BARMATES (Bridlington) have an N gauge layout for sale
Just over 19 feet by 2feet 6 inch 3 separate boards each about 6ft 6 inches.
Based on Monsaldale has a double circuit and an separate single line circuit. Comes minus stock, controllers
and station buildings. Any reasonable offer accepted buyer to collect.
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Modifying a Peco Slip
I promised some time ago to report on my attempt to modify a Peco slip so wheels did not drop into it as
they passed over (it looks particularly poor with 4-wheel wagons with modern narrow wheels).
The first picture "problem" shows what the problem is. The red arrow at the bottom shows the width of the
gap, about 2.4 mm while some modern wheels are only 1.8 mm wide, hence they drop quite a way in. The
reason for this gap being so wide is that the rail that ends in a point on the right of the gap is too short, it
needs to be 2 to 3 mm longer, as shown by the red block at the top.

The second picture "modified" (rather poor quality) shows the solution. A strip of nickel silver sheet has
been soldered to the outside of the rail, protruding about 2.5 mm further, and bent slightly. This sounds
very awkward, but I managed to do it with the slip in place on the layout without any real difficulty.
The procedure is as follows. Find a piece of 10 thou (.25mm) thick nickel silver - it you have ever built and
etched nickel silver kits the scrap etch will provide enough for several slips. Cut 2 rectangles 1.2 mm high
and 13 mm long (cut over size and file down). Note this is for a code 55 slip, a code 80 one probably
needs them more than 1.2 mm deep. Bend a very shallow angle 3.5 mm from the end.
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Clean both the etch and the outside of the rail where it is to go with a fibre brush. Coat the inside of the rectangle
with solder paste. Position the rectangle in place with tweezers, and hold in position with a small bulldog clip at
the end away from the crossing, as shown in the picture "soldering".

Check the end of the rectangle is just short of where there is a break in the inside rail. Apply a fairly how soldering iron to the
top of the rail for a few seconds. The point did not suffer any heat damage while I was doing this. Remove the clip and check
the rectangle seems securely attached, if not repeat. Do for the other 4 similar positions. Take a small file and go over the
top of the rail/rectangle to make the top of the rectangle level with the rail head.
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You should now find your stock runs through much better.
I definitely recommend using solder paste for this, it makes it much easier. The best is stuff intended for surface
mount soldering that some model shops and most electronic suppliers sell, but it is quite expensive. There is cheaper solder paint and paste sold by some model shops but I don't find it as good, though you could use the thicker
pastes but some paints are almost all liquid and little solder and too runny. If you don't have any, it may be the electrical chap at your club has some he can let you use.
I used this:
http://www.hobbyholidays.co.uk/proddetail.php?prod=SOLDERPASTE
This seems similar and is about the cheapest I've seen (no point getting too much, it dries out after a few years).
http://www.amazon.co.uk/ESN62PB36AG-Solder-Sn62Pb36Ag2-paste-syringe/dp/B015H8ZDJC/ref=sr_1_5?
ie=UTF8&qid=1453648904&sr=8-5&keywords=solder +pastesyringe
(Some modellers use solder paste exclusively for soldering kits, they find it easier to use).

NL

One view from York—Broadwater Junction
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