THE MODELLERS BIT.
An Update.
In the last newsletter doubts were raised about
the long-term storage of the Roket card glue, with
its fine nozzle. As suspected, the glue has caused
the brass wire used to seal the fine nozzle to
corrode. A packet of six replacement tips was
obtained just in case, and one will have to be fitted
before the glue can be used again.
again They are not
cheap at £5-60
60 for the six, but necessary.
Megapoint Point/signal controller..
The latest fashion seems to be to use small Servo
motors to control points,
ints, signals, etc. The
Megapoint unit is a small circuit board that will
control twelve motors. It needs to be fed with a
smoothed power supply of at least 2 amps
capacity at twelve volts. These are cheap – the sort
of unit mounted into a mains plug used to work
video cameras, chargers, etc. The Megapoint unit
itself sounds expensive at £50, but it will control
twelve Servo motors that cost around £1-60
£1
each
and which provide a slow acting motion like
Tortoise or similar point motors. The Servos are
very small in comparison. They require one wire
only for each motor between the control panel
and the unit, and one common return wire for all
twelve motors. Whilst the Servo lacks the switches
incorporated into a Tortoise, if you use a double
pole switch to control the motor you have a spare
set of contacts to work relays or switch the power
to frogs – at the expense of running wires from the
control panel instead of the point motor. The
instructions suggest using the servo arm to work a
microswitch if required, but this will probably be
avoided on this layout – at least until signals are
fitted.
The unit provides
Control of the amount of “throw” of the Servo arm
Three possible speeds
Three memory settings that will control all the
motors
Signal bounce
ounce for connected semaphores if
i
required
Easy reversal of the servo motor if it moves the
opposite wayy to that required when setting up.
Initial setting up of the motors could be a two-man
two
job if your arm is not long enough to push buttons
on the Megapoint with one finger whilst watching
the throw of the point!
Each Servo has a small three terminal plug fitted
f
to
its lead, and extension leads of various lengths are
available cheaply on the internet. The Megapoint
unit has terminals on it, so no soldering is
required. Sufficient leads with a plug fitted to one

end only are provided to allow a soldered
connection
ction to wires to the control panel.
Two
Megapoint
units
installed on
the
(N
Gauge)
layout.

The
instructio
ns for the
unit
explain
how the
servos
can be mounted under the baseboard easily, using
U section aluminium strip from
rom the usual hardware
stores, but
ut I wanted to mount the
th motors from the
top. The idea was to avoid having to work
underneath the baseboard at all, as this has
become more and more difficult with age!

Servo as supplied, with 10p coin for comparison..
comparison.

Servos being installed in the fiddle yard.

The
he only tedious part was cutting the square hole
in the
he baseboard. It would be very useful if one
could drill a square hole…….. If it was possible to
nip down to a local electronics store to buy leads
of differing lengths as required, wiring would be
very easy. In fact in most cases the extension leads
were cut in half and extra wire soldered between
them to provide the length needed.
The system works just fine, the only trouble has
been getting electrical contact between the point

blade and the stock rail. In recovering points from
the old layout the track was soaked in a bucket of
water to release the ballast. Unfortunately that
has left what seems to be a very tenacious film of
glue over everything – and making soldering very
difficult, as well as electrical contact. Some of the
points are homemade, and these cause no
difficulty as they do not rely on contact at the
point blade.
Would I use servos again? Probably. They work out
a lot cheaper than the usual slow-acting motors.
Smart Models.
This firm produces a wide range of card kits for
buildings, fences, etc. as downloadable software,
or also available on computer disc. You pay for the
software once, then print it out as often as you
wish. Kits are available in N, 00, and 0, and to get
started they offer a free kit for a signal box. I was
attracted to the kits at the Newcastle show, as the
finished buildings looked much better than the
Metcalfe ones. I had a conversation with the
maker at the Warley show last year. I was
concerned that the printout might be easily
damaged by water, but he recommended printing
on matt coated Photo paper. You also need the
correct thicknesses of card, and some printable
clear film – all clearly explained in the instructions.
As some buildings were required for the N gauge,
the bits necessary were purchased at the show.
The free signal box for N gauge was downloaded
to see what it was like. It printed beautifully on
two sheets of the photographic paper, and a small
strip of the clear film. Sure enough, wiping a damp
rag across the printout had no effect. The
instructions for just a simple kit like this stretch to
22 pages, each stage beautifully illustrated by a
photograph.
The bits are very small! Some of the parts have to
be stuck to thin card, and some to thicker card,
before being cut out. I have yet to start to build
but it looks as though it will take time but produce
a good result. The plan is to build in the caravan
when we are away. At the “Blyth” show I
purchased a couple of DVDs of buildings which
might be useful for Chetwood, but have yet to do
anything with them. Recently a retaining wall was
required, and I spent some time wondering what
size the arches should be, before it dawned on me
that spending 99p would purchase a download of
the Carlisle station wall, and this is now being
constructed. I accidentally asked for the 4mm
“kit”, but it was easy to scale down to what I
required. Should be a report in the next
newsletter.
Talking of the Blyth” show (now Railex) –

The Satnav had no trouble finding it – the whole of
the ground level of an unoccupied office block.
Loads of space, so plenty of room to walk round.
High quality layouts, and plenty of parking. We
wondered about catering, and on the way down
Helen suggested it was probably a burger van out
the back. She was correct, but they had a good
range of items available, and seating inside the
hall. We shall certainly be going back next year.
Glasgow 2016.
This year the obvious way to travel was by train.
Quite a number of club members chose this
method, but we mostly seemed to use different
routes! I reckoned the easiest way to travel was
via Bathgate to Partick, then a couple of minutes
back down on the Glasgow Central Low Level line
from there back to Exhibition Centre station. It
meant that the only changes were at Edinburgh
and Partick. The advised route was to Queen
Street then walking to Central to get the Exhibition
Centre train, but that seemed too much hassle.
Not being sure if the ticket machine at Tweedbank
could cope with the destination, the ticket was
booked on line via the Scotrail site, and delivered
free by First Class post in a couple of days. (The
Trainline site advertises hard, but they charge a
booking fee whilst none of the train companies do,
and train companies seem to offer all destinations
– Helen once found a much cheaper fare between
Carlisle and Warrington by booking through
Southern
than
through
Virgin
Trains).
Unfortunately I had to travel on Friday, so could
not travel at a sensible fare until after 9.15. There
was some discussion in the clubrooms about when
the cheap fare ticket could be used on the return
journey. It seems to vary from route to route.
Waverley-Tweedbank not available on the services
starting between 5 and 6 p.m. Partick-Edinburgh
has no restriction at all. I tried Partick –
Tweedbank, and there is no restriction on that
either – offered me the trains that were barred
when starting in Edinburgh!
It seemed quieter this year at the show, perhaps
because the price is getting a bit steep at £12.
Tickets for the York show cost me £7.50 each in
advance. The standard of scenic modelling on
show layouts is now miles better than it used to
be, and I saw no poor layouts, though none that
said ooooh! To my mind the best model was the
one of Dublin O’Connell Street, complete with
working trams and buses. Absolutely superb.
There was plenty to entertain, and as one member
said more than could really be appreciated in the
day. I had a good day out.

